
Adia Wahid

Private View: Friday 1 December, 2017 (6-8pm)
Gallery Address: ALICE BLACK, 47 Berwick Street (1st Fl), London W1F 8SQ

Exhibiton Dates: Friday 1st December – Friday 26 January, 2018
Opening Hours: Wednesday to Friday 10am-6pm, Saturday 11am-4pm and by appointment

ALICE BLACK is delighted to announce gallery representaton of, and the frst solo show by
Karachi born, Britsh artst Adia Wahid (b.1971). ‘Adia Wahid’ will open with a Private View
on Friday 1 December, 2017 (6-8pm) at Alice Black, 47 Berwick Street (1st Fl), London W1F
8SQ. 

Wahid’s practce spans paintng, textles, drawing and print-making. Through these mediums
she investgates the interface between the technological mechanised world with which the
human body and mind are faced, and the possible reactons (harmonious or discordant) that
arise from this encounter. 

Wahid is currently studying for her MA at the Royal College of Art (2016-2018), having
completed her BA at Chelsea College of Art and Design (2008 -2012) and an Economics
Degree at London School of Economics and Politcal Science (1991-1993).

Wahid’s background in economics stmulated an early interest in the globalisaton of
technology, with partcular regard to the textle industry which employs predominantly
women. Initally exploring ideas about the human as machine, the concept of the tool has
become instrumental in the development of Wahid’s personal artstc vernacular.  Drawing
inspiraton from the hand, the loom, punch cards and computers algorithms, Wahid’s works
ofen incorporate the weave and web found in both handcrafed and machine produced
textles. A partcular interest of Wahid’s is the applicaton of binary numbers in mechanised
looms and subsequently in computer coding in the wake of the pioneering technological
contributon of Ada Countess of Lovelace (1815–1852). 

Drawing further inspiraton from musical scores, concrete poetry and architectural blue
prints, Wahid’s methodological approach investgates repettve occurrences through the
emergence of paterns and grids generated from her chosen media. Through layering and
mimicking of plans or diagrams, new confguratons and structures emerge. Directonal lines
drive themselves vertcally, horizontally and diagonally, or are truncated; intersectng and
dissectng to form new structures and divisions. Linear disruptons are ofen at regular
intervals forming new yet interdependent areas to comprise the whole: the intenton is to
create subdivisions that both support and oppose. 
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Parallels can be drawn between Wahid’s practce and such artsts as Anni Albers, Agnes
Martn, Eva Hesse, Mira Schendel and Charleyne Von Heyl. Wahid refects on the progression
of abstract paintng from Modernism through to Post Modernism and then to the present
day. An interest in this historical refexivity is central to her practce. 

Forthcoming & past exhibitons include: Intercontnental Line 2, Abstract Project, Paris 
(2018); Three 100, Second Floor Studios, London (2017); The Abstracton of Contnents and 
Contnents of Abstracton, Lychee One, London (2016); Turps Summer Show, Turps Gallery, 
London (2016); Correspondence Show, Rye Creatve, Rye (2016); Correspondence Show, The 
Artworks, Halifax (2016); Correspond, Turps Banana End of Year Show, London (2014); 
Degree Show, Chelsea College of Art and Design, London (2012).

Notes to Editors:

For sales and press inquires please contact: Alice Black
alice@aliceblackart.com | (+ 44) 77 4348 8626 | 47 Berwick Street (1st Fl), London, W1F 8SQ 
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